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Introducing chairs

Chair HRC 2021
Dear ToMun 2021,
My name is Norah, and I will be chairing the Human Rights Council at the
conference of 2021. This will be my second time visiting Torun, at the
conference of 2019 I was a first time Mun delegate at UNESCO. It was one of
the greatest experiences abroad I ever had. This conference will be my first time
being a chair and together with the deputy chair we will try our very best to
have an amazing conference and the best days of debating.
Hello ToMun 2021!
My name is Mateusz and I will be deputy chair of HRC at the 2021 conference.
This will be my first time at ToMUN and I am very excited as I have heard
many great things about it from my colleagues. I am looking forward to the
conference and the debates.

About the committee
Human Rights Council; “Human rights are standards that
recognize and protect the dignity of all human beings. Human
rights govern how individual human beings live in society and
with each other, as well as their relationship with the State and
the obligations that the State have towards them.”. The
Human Rights Council in the MUN system is responsible for
addressing situations of human rights violations and
strengthening human rights globally.
The aim of the council is to promote universality,
interdependence, indivisibility of HR, inherent cooperation, to
be a transparent intergovernmental process and to be realistic.
Their focus is not only on Member States but also on Non
Governmental Organisations (NGOs) and national HR
institutions. Topics dealt with mostly are specific HR
situations involving certain countries, however affecting a lot
of Member States, groups of certain people and individuals.
The Council also plays a great role in the fight against all
forms of discrimination. The UN Human Rights Council
operates in all regions of the world through an extensive
network of field offices with the purpose of making sure that
all the people understand their rights and have the same ones.
It checks if all people can use their rights properly, what
governments do to protect the rights that are given to
individuals, if governments do what they agreed on at the
United Nations. It also helps people whose rights were taken
away.
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Key Terms
NGO Viasna 96- A belarusian human rights organization based in Minsk. It was
founded in response to repression of demonstrations by president Lukashenko.

Introduction & Background Information
The president of Belarus was first elected in 1994, it was a fair election and the
elected president had great support. But since then, no other candidates made it
into the presidency. Opposition members consider that the past election has not
been fair played due to the fact that the outcome of the election in august 2019
was considered an improbable result. Lukashenka received 80% of the votes for
the fifth time in a row. The EU does not recognize the results. Opposition leader
Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya urges the EU to keep pushing on her country. Her
husband was imprisoned after running against Lukashenka, she took over his
campaign and with two other women she became the face of the opposition. 637
people (as of Aug 23) are now being held behind bars as political prisoners,
according to the NGO Viasna 96. Several opposition members were banned or
jailed, international election observers were barred and after multiple protests
and claims for electoral fraud, democracy in Belarus is in a fragile state.
Human rights in Belarus have been described as poor. LGBT rights are
nonexistent in Belarus. People in Belarus believe that homosexuality is a
psychiatric illness. Human rights are mainly deserted by new laws passing and
opposition members not having the ability to stand up for the people. During
protests authorities use torture and other ill-treatments, UN human rights experts
have received photo, video, and medical evidence of these cases.

In April of 2021 the council of the republic of the national assembly of Belarus
approved three new laws further restricting freedoms of expression, association,
and assembly in the country. These new laws will severely deteriorate basic
human rights in the country. Belarusians are fleeing the country towards
neighboring countries such as Poland, Lithuania and Ukraine. However, there
are no figures on how many Belarusians have left the country.
In conclusion human rights in Belarus are threatened by new laws that limit
basic human rights such as freedom of expression and peaceful assembly.
Protesters are ill-treated and opposition members are jailed or exiled.
Furthermore, democracy in Belarus is in a fragile state due to unjustifiable
elections and an unreachable presidency.

Useful Links
Lukashenko: 2020 protests were not peaceful at all (belta.by)
'I don’t want more victims': Why Belarus' opposition leader is still pushing peace | Euronews
Doorbraak in Wit-Rusland: een democratische opening? - Atlantische Raad
(atlanticcouncil.org)
What’s Happening in Belarus? Here Are the Basics. - The New York Times (nytimes.com)
Wit-Rusland: nieuwe wetten zullen de mensenrechtensituatie in het land ernstig verslechteren
(fidh.org)
AS/Jur (2021) 02 (coe.int)
Everything you need to know about human rights in Belarus 2020 | Amnesty International
Amnesty International
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Key Terms
Developing countries- Countries with an underdeveloped industrial base and
low Human Development Index, which includes things ranging from life
expectancy to quality of education. Examples of such countries are Afghanistan,
Chile, Mexico or Russia.
Manufacturing sector- The sector of an economy responsible for low-tech
production of goods using labour, tools or chemical and biological processing.
Its dominance within the economy is considered a sign of the latter stages of a
country's development. Additionally, it is associated with more health risks than
farming or high-tech production.
Emerging countries- Countries whose economies share the characteristics of
developed economies, but for whatever reason cannot be classified as such.
Examples of such countries include South Korea, China, Colombia, Romania,
Saudi Arabia.
Work ethic- A belief in the virtue and value inherent to work. The rules and
procedures that should be carried out in an office by the employer and the
employees to maintain a professional company culture and to build a better
relationship with their customers by providing better services.
Moral standards- The norms and beliefs of a certain society about what is good
and what is wrong. These are not always supported by science, being a way for
society to repress behavior characterized as immoral.
Industrialization- A period of time in which a society transforms from agrarian
(with the majority of the economy focusing on farming) into industrial. It is
characterized by rather large economic growth.

Information & Background
The issue of work ethics in developing countries is based on the fact that
workers are struggling everywhere for their right to collective
representation and decent work deficits exist in varying degrees in most
countries. Abuses of rights are getting worse not better and too many
countries take no responsibility for protecting workers rights in a national
context or through corporate supply chains. Large companies in
developing countries abuse the work ethic in different cultures.
Workers and children are exploited for low wages and this is seen as
normal. There are a lot of developing countries with a lot of different
cultures, each culture brings with it a different work ethic and big
companies (in developing countries) abuse the culture and the workers.
For example, workers in China face harsh conditions and physical costs
and according to data from Census 2011, the number of child labourers in
India is 10.1 million of which 5.6 million are boys and 4.5 million are
girls. The issue of work ethics includes; exploitation, childlabour, low
wages, long hours and physical exhaustion.
In many companies in developing countries, employees do not have the
opportunity to receive the right education and cannot develop themselves
because the right resources are not available. Therefore workers are not
able to get the proper education in order to stand up for themselves. Their
rights are withheld from them by their employers. For example moral
standards are not the same globally however do need to be respected
everywhere. And that is why work ethics in developing countries are an
issue.

Useful Links
List of 152 developing countries of the Third World (worlddata.info)
(PDF) Business ethics in developing countries (researchgate.net)
The Difference in Work Ethics Around the World | by SamuelR | Medium
The Brazilian work ethic | Like I See It (wordpress.com)
Exploitation of China's Workers - Law Essays (lawaspect.com)
Child labour and exploitation | UNICEF India
U.S. exploitation of immigrant labor is a gross human rights violation - CGTN
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Key Terms
Pew Research Center- A nonprofit and nonpartisan American think tank which
provides information on social issues, public opinion and demographic trends.
Uyghur- An ethnic group of Turkish descent, one of the 55 minorities officially
recognized by the People’s Republic of China.
Xinjiang- A region in China located on the north-western side of the country. It
is scarcely populated, with only 16 people per square kilometer.
Amnesty International- An organization funded to combat human rights abuses
through civil action like writing letters, publishing information or financial aid.
Human Rights Watch- An organization focused on protecting human rights,
mostly through fighting censorship, securing fair trials for immigrants and
asylumseekers, protecting women’s rights and preventing torture.
Separatism- an ideology of separation of a certain group, gender, religion, race,
etc. from society at large.

Introduction & Background information

Religious persecution has been an issue throughout all of human history
and continues to be one today. In a study done by the Pew Research Center it is
reported that citizens of 185 out of 198 of the world’s countries experienced
religion-based harassment in 2018. That number includes anything from verbal
abuse to physical violence and killings- on the condition that those were
motivated by the victims’ religion. While the most persecuted groups are listed
as Christians and Muslims, it is worth noting that those two groups are the most
popular and widespread. Nations of ’particular concern’ when it comes to the
persecution of Christians are China, Nigeria, Iran, Syria, Pakistan, India,
Vietnam, Russia, Saudi Arabia and North Korea.
The oppression of Muslims in China, however, has garnered a lot of
attention in recent years due to the treatment of Uyghur muslims in Xinjiang. In
what is officially known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR),
there have been many allegations of mistreatment, forced labour, torture and
forced sterilisations. Human rights groups such as Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch have filed reports on what they claim to be China’s crimes
against humanity. The Chinese state however, states that the things done in the
camp are merely re-education to combat ’separatism and Islamist militancy’.
The UN’s human rights experts say “We stand ready to strengthen our dialogue
with the Government of China at the earliest opportunity and welcome the
Government’s prompt response to these allegations as well as its willingness to
continue the constructive engagement with us. As independent experts
appointed by the Human Rights Council, of which China is a State Member, we
consider that an official visit to China (including the Xinjiang region) would be
the ideal opportunity for such dialogue and to assess the situation for ourselves
based on free and unhindered access.”.

Also of note is the topic of religious discrimination in the United States of
America. While it is a practice prohibited by the constitution, many point to the

country’s colonial origins as inherently xenophobic. Indeed, the practice of
many native americans’ religions is shunned and viewed negatively in today’s
society. A more relevant example, perhaps, would be the treatment of muslims
after the 9/11 attacks. The practice of Islam has been viewed as shameful, or
even dangerous by some ever since, with many mosques terrorised by
nationalists and extremists. On the other hand, many point to the nature of this
discrimination as being race-based rather than religion-based. Certainly, attacks
on non-muslim arabic people have seen a rise ever since 9/11, though many still
cite Islam itself as their main source of fear.

Useful links
https://www.pewforum.org/2020/11/10/harassment-of-religious-groups-continues
-to-be-reported-in-more-than-90-of-countries/
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-22278037
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2021/06/un-growing-international-conce
rn-must-translate-into-concrete-action-over-chinas-crimes-against-humanity-in-x
injiang-2/

